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Why Fathers Count: The Importance of Fathers and Their Involvement with Children (edited 
by Sean E. Brotherson and Joseph M. White) is an anthology (27 articles) dealing with the 
most important work that men ever do―being totally involved in the lives of their children and 
families. It is men’s strengths, their capacity to care and protect and give, that are needed by 
children, women, and men themselves. In a culture that questions the value of men in family 
life, we need a compelling perspective on what men can contribute to their families and 
communities and insight on the ways in which fathers and father figures make a meaningful 
difference. Why Fathers Count offers that insight, giving a fresh and powerful perspective on the 

meaningful contributions of fathers and father figures to the lives of children and families. 
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Sean E. Brotherson, Ph.D., is Associate Professor of Child Development and Family Science at North Dakota State 
University in Fargo.. He is the co-director of the Dakota Fatherhood Initiative, author of the Bright Beginnings parenting 
curriculum, and co-author of the Father Times parenting newsletter for fathers and father figures.  
Joseph White, Ph.D., is a research professor in Sociology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He served as founder and 
co-director of the Dakota Fatherhood Initiative. His greatest work occurs at home where he is a husband and father of seven 
children.  
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Focus on Fathers and Fatherhood is a companion reader for Why Fathers Count. A 32-page booklet 
containing 66 excerpts from Why Fathers Count. A perfect supplement for fathers’ workshops, groups, and 
seminars. An alphabetically arranged list of topics is provided for those who want to use particular excerpts to 
stimulate group discussions. (Discounted for bulk orders. Contact MSP for details.) 
© 2007 / 32 pp. / 3.5 x 8.5 / 978-1-931342-10-0.  List price: $10.00 (s&h included) 
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